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SUBJECT: MCBRIDE PRESSES FOR URGENT SAG NEGOTIATING POSITION ON 
NAMIBIA 

1. UN COMMISSIONER FOR THE NAMIBIA, SEAN MCBRIDE, CALLED 
ON AMBASSADOR MARCH 26 MAINLY TO SPARK USG INTEREST IN 
URGENCY FOR SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO PRODUCE SOMETHING 
ON NAMIBIA WHICH WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE IN MEETING MAY 31 
DEADLINE IMPOSED BY UN RESOLUTION. FELT OAU FOREIGN 
MINISTERS MEETING AT DAR APRIL 7-9 LENT URGENCY TO PROBLEM 

AS SOME AFRICAN COUNTRIES, EGGED ON BY ARABS, PLAN TO PRESS 

FOR SPECIAL SESSION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO DEVELOP CONSENSUS 
BEFORE MAY 31 DEADLINE. 

2. MCBRIDE HOPES USG WILL FIND OCCASION TO RAISE MAY 31 
DEADLINE WITH SOUTH AFRICANS AS ONE WAY OF GETTING THEM TO 
APPRECIATE URGENCY OF MATTER. AT SAME TIME MCBRIDE HOPES 
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RAISE NAMIBIA QUESTION AT NEXT MEETING WITH SOUTH AFRICAN 
OFFICIALS WHO ENGAGED IN ONGOING TALKS ON RHODESIAN 
SETTLEMENT. I SUGGESTED THIS APPEARED TO BE BEST AND MOST 
DIRECT COURSE. 

3. MCBRIDE OF VIEW THAT UN AND SAG NEGOTIATING POSITIONS 
ON NAMIBIA ARE NOT ALL THAT FAR APART. VORSTER HAS SAID, 

"WE DON'T CLAIM ONE INCH OF THE NAMIBIA AND WANT TO GET 
THEM OFF OUR BACKS; FURTHER, FUTURE OF THAT AREA SHOULD BE 
DECIDED BY PEOPLES OF SOUTHWEST AFRICA." UN POSITION IS 
THERE SHOULD BE ELECTIONS FOR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY UNDER 
UN SUPERVISION. NEGOTIABLE AREA IS THUS OVER WHO - 

UN OR SOUTH AFRICA - RUNS THE ELECTIONS. VORSTER IN 
1970 APPARENTLY CONCEDED THAT INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
COULD SUPERVISE A REFERENDUM IN AREA (NEVER HELD), WITH 
THIS USEFUL PRECEDENT VORSTER MIGHT BE PERSUADED TO GIVE UP 
HIS POSITION ON BANTUSTANS IN NAMIBIA AND JOINT UN AND 
SAG SUPERVISION. 

4. MCBRIDE SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED URGENCY OF THE NAMIBIA 
QUESTION WITH QUAI D ORSAY IN PARIS LAST WEEK AND FRENCH 
AGREEABLE TO PUSH SOUTH AFRICANS. MCBRIDE, IN SEEKING 
BRITISH SUPPORT, APPARENTLY THROUGH UK HIGH COMMISSION 
IN LUSAKA, FOUND BRITISH SKITTISH ABOUT APPROACHING SOUTH 
AFRICANS, ALTHOUGH CLAIMING BILATERAL RELATIONS HAVE 
IMPROVED SINCE CALLAGHAN'S VISIT. 
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